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 Bubble is a little girl living in a green city. She was brought up 

in a house with four guinea pigs – Kirk, Spock, Worf and Data – that 

are all considered part of the family.
 
 Although the piggies were there before she was born, 

Bubble's parents tried their best to make all of them comfortable 

and help them adjust to the new family life. This includes a lot of 

geek planning in Excel, online shopping and complex grocery lists.

 The four piggies were all living separately in the beginning. 

Each with his own special room, but next to each other.
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 Before Bubble's birth her mom realised things would change 

and her time for the piggies would be less. Like kids, piggies need 

to socialize with their kind. So she tried to convince them to all 

share a room. Or at least to form pairs and live two by two.

 Surprisingly the crazy Spock accepted sweet Data as a flat 

mate. And the humans are happy Data is so tolerant. Like Bubble 

does in the day care, they share their toys, sleep and eat together. 

And if one of them is taken out of their room the other one wheeks 

until he gets back.

 On the other hand the shy Worf would have preferred to live 

by himself. But the jealous Kirk needs attention and thrives only if 

close to others. So Worf kindly accepted to live in the same room 

with Kirk. Although they don't really like to share their toys or 

food, they compromise and leave peacefully together.
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 In the first night at home when she was struggling with colic 

and fatigue from all her new world's stimuli, she cried very loud. 

And long. The humans were trying very hard to calm her down and 

considered taking her to the emergency room. No one was sleeping 

in the wee hours.

 Bubble's father was walking her in his arms all over the house, 

so her loud screams were getting to the piggies too. She was crying 

so loud that Data got very scared and tried to climb the walls of his 

pen.
 
 While Bubble's daddy was walking a tiny 3 kilo human to calm 

down, her mommy was holding a not so tiny 1.3 kilo piggy to calm him 

down.

 Bubble's first days at home were not easy for the piggies. Nor 

for her parents…
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 Spock was also affected by the new presence in the house. He 

was so used to think of the couch as his that he would not even 

tolerate any humans on his side of it. But when the baby tried to 

claim a spot for herself, he backed off and kindly shared the couch 

with her.

 Spock and Data has a long lasting relationship with that 

couch. They used to come out from their pen and chew papers left 

there. Once Data chewed the reference from an invoice and the 

humans had to explain to the gas company why the invoice was paid 

without it. Imagine that! “The dog ate my homework” taken to the 

next level.

 And Bubble took a lesson from them and later on she started 

chewing whatever paper she could find on the couch. 
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 Bubble has the entire house to explore, but since she is so 

active and doesn't yet fully understand that she can endanger the 

small piggies, they are not allowed to roam freely in the house as 

much as before. To compensate, they have big pens and get in the 

garden whenever the weather is nice. 

 The house is baby and piggy proof: the sockets are blocked, 

the cables protected, the furniture well secured to the walls, the 

plants safe and the cleaning products hidden. 

 Anytime the piggies get out, there is a lot of trouble getting 

them back to their pens. They love to chase around and hide 

beneath furniture. 

 The toddler does the same. Just that is easier to grab a tiny 

human foot and pull the kid from behind the desk than getting one 

piggy out from behind the couch. 

 Like kids, to live happily, piggies do need space.   
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 Sometimes the humans invite the piggies onto the couch and 

Bubble is allowed to touch them. But this doesn't always end up 

well… If she is too excited, she pulls their hairs. This was the case 

with Data and the humans felt very bad. 

 But sometimes everything goes well and one piggy and Bubble 

share her mom's lap.

 Bubble's access to the piggies is restricted and supervised. 

She can touch them through the fence, but they can retreat fast 

if they are not in the mood.
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 With a kid, four piggies and full time jobs, the humans had to 

find healthy and easy solutions for the bedding. 

 Sawdust is cheap, but all that dust getting into piggies' and 

Bubble's nose was not very good. So they found puppy pads, which 

can be changed as often as needed. 

 Bubble helps her mom every evening to clean the piggies' 

rooms and feed them. OK! To be honest, she helps making a mess, 

but let's just praise her for the intention.

 She even tasted their pellets and apparently enjoyed them. 

She keeps asking for one every evening.
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 Not only the bedding, but also the supplies, need to be very 

well organised. 

 Humans are ordering hay, pellets and puppy pads on line. Due 

to a problem with the deliver company, the human female has to 

have everything delivered to her work place. 

 Sometimes she stores the hay under her desk. Just imagine 

the smell all over the office! And everyone asks where it comes 

from. Of course nobody knows.
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 But Bubble also seems to prefer raw veggies straight from 

the piggies' plates. She was only 5.5 months old when she first 

demanded a piece of fennel that was already in front of Kirk. Kirk 

kindly agreed to share it and Bubble carried that fennel all over 

the house for half day. 

 She was happily munching on it. And when she got bored with 

it, she returned it to Kirk, who finished the job.

 Since then Bubble helps her parents feeding veggies to the 

piggies. Sometimes she picks some chunks for her. She prefers 

fresh carrots, egg plants, bell peppers and, of course, fennel. And 

whenever she gets fresh veggies just for her, she shares them 

with the piggies.

 Mom and dad make sure the veggies are thoroughly washed 

before being offered to Bubble or the piggies. 

 Piggies eat also a lot of fresh veggies. 

This was a very fortunate situation when 

Bubble had to have her first solids. There 

were a lot of fresh veggies in the house, so 

the humans didn't need to worry about 

grocery shopping especially for her.
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 But the piggies' menu is no joke. Just as Bubble needs the 

right nutrients, the piggies need the same, too. They eat only 

veggies, pellets and hay, and the veggies have to be well organised 

to correspond to their needs: vitamin C every day, less oxalates 

e.g. 

 So the human female has some predefined weekly menus for 

them. This helps when she is grocery shopping, too, making the list 

easy.And when leaving piggies with piggysitters.

 Still mishaps happen and sometimes the piggies are fed only 

one veggie so they start wheeking very loud expressing their 

discontent. 
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 Bubble loves to go out and play in the park. Ever since she 

learned how to walk, her favourite thing to do is roaming freely 

outdoors.

 Piggies are the same, butthey can't be taken out in the parc. 

This would be too stressful for them, and they'd risk getting lost 

or caught by birds of prey. 

 Unfortunately The Gang lives in a rainy country and their 

garden is almost always humid. So getting them out in the garden is 

not always possible. They could get a cold from the humid soil. 

 Bubble can wear warm clothes, but the piggies' bellies can't 

really be protected from the cold moisture.

11



 The humans check the garden thoroughly every spring for 

poisonous plants and dangerous objects. Just imagine two adults 

walking on their fours and brushing the grass for weird things!

 Whenever it is possible, all five of them go out and play in the 

grass. When Bubble was so little that she could not really move, 

she stayed on a blanket and the piggies kept an eye on her. 

 When the weather is not nice, Bubble goes out with her 

parents and brings fresh grass for the piggies. And the humans 

also grow grass in pots for the winter time.
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 Very good toys for toddlers and piggies are boxes and paper 

bags. They have to be adapted to each one's sizes and checked for 

potential harmful leftover staples or tape or even paint. 

 Toys are important for piggies, as they are for kids. Even if 

piggies become adults faster than a baby, they need 

entertainment. 

 Once Bubble played for two days in a huge box that was 

delivered with the piggies' stuff. She found a hole in a side and 

insisted on tasting it.
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 Piggies prefer by far paper bags. Spock and Data love bigger 

ones and cutting through a second exit. It's like they love having 

an emergency exit. They also like to share the bags filled with hay 

and have long naps in there.

 On the other hand, Kirk and Worf prefer smaller bags where 

there is place just for one of them. And the humans have found 

this type of bag in a Vietnamese restaurant. The piggies call it “the 

smallest bag in the world”.
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 Keeping a close eye on everyone's health is not easy when 

having kids and piggies. But the humans believe that it is better to 

prevent and that all the little creatures from the house should be 

helped to stay healthy. 

 Weekly weighing of the piggies is part of the prevention 

program and Bubble is happy to help. (OK, let's face it, she is happy 

to try pulling piggies' hair…)This way her parents can see if there 

was a significant weight loss and check with the vet.

 Bubble goes to her paediatrician for regular check-ups and 

vaccines. She is happy to get measured and tries to be brave 

whenever she gets a vaccine. Then she goes back home and tells 

the piggies about her adventure.
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 The piggies have their own physician too. She is a veterinarian 

who specialises in exotic pets and works in a big clinic that treats 

all sort of animals. She is very gentle and the piggies are not afraid 

of her. 

 The naughty Spock goes most often to the vet.  

 The worst time was when he had to go under anaesthesia to 

have a thorough check-up because he had stopped eating. It finally 

turned out that he needed a slight teeth trimming and he got home 

just fine.

 But the humans ended up with some more grey hair while 

waiting to see if he was fine.

16



 Bubble loves her baths. She would also love to take a piggy 

with her in the bath tub, but mom explained to her that piggies 

don't need a bath as often as she does. 

 Still, once or twice per year they do get a bath. Then the 

humans make sure the house is warm, prepare towels and warm 

water and bathe them in the sink. 

 Every bath round ends with the human female being soaked 

with the piggies' shampoo and the human male scratched by 

piggies who don't like being trapped in a towel.

 Hygiene is very important for piggies and kids, especially 

when they all share the same house and kids get to steal the 

piggies' food.
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 Like kids, piggies also need nail clipping. And that is an 

adventure for Bubble's mom. Sometimes it takes her a whole 

weekend to clip Bubble's and the piggies' nails because she needs 

to trick them into it. 

 So one nail at a time although it is easier with the piggies. She 

can just prop them to her chest. For Bubble's nails, she needs to 

chase the little one all over the house. 

 And when Bubble's dad offers to help with the piggies, usually 

funny things happen. Once he was holding Spock and the crazy 

piggy managed to bite his ear. So he ran to check it in a mirror while 

he was still holding the piggy up in the air. 
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 But her mommy was already used to this from Kirk, who is 

jealous and can't stand the human female petting another piggy. 

 So usually mom takes the piggies out and pets them after 

Bubble goes to sleep. This is to prevent accidents (please read 

“Bubble pulling piggies' hair”) too.   

 Bubble is very attached to her mom, like any other infant. 

Every time she sees mom holding a piggy, she wants to be held too. 
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 With Kirk it used to be more complicated. Every time the 

human female would cuddle with another piggy and after that with 

him, he would just want to mark his territory so he would pee on 

her.

 She was forced to have a special Kirk towel or t-shirt just to 

prevent this from happening. 

 Then Bubble came and peed on her too, so it was a good thing 

she was already used with it!
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 Piggies love to sleep, but they don't sleep through the night. 

They take short naps, wake up, chew some food or hay, play a little 

bit and go back to sleep. 

 So having a human sleeping in the same room with the piggies 

can be complicated, unless the human firmly believes piggies wake 

up less often than a baby. Then all this is tolerable. Including the 

(on purpose) noise piggies do when chewing their wood house or 

paper bags.
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 Every evening when Bubble goes to sleep, she first says good 

night to the piggies. To each one of them. And then she goes to her 

room and reads some books about other furry companions.

 Of course, sometimes she is just not in the mood for going to 

sleep, so she gets back to the living area to say good night to the 

piggies. Again and again.

 And every time the piggies are there waiting for the little 

human to come and talk to them. 
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